BRIGHTER PARIS

the two courts. Speak strongly in this sense to the Prussian
minister in Paris. Instruct my consul at Konigsberg to speak
to the King about it. Give them to understand that, if Stein
falls into French hands, he will be shot.

[LECESTRE, i, 385. The news of Baylen (v. No. 167) encouraged the
Prussian patriots. A compromising letter by their leader, Stein (August
ij) reached Napoleon. Nassau was Stein's native place.]

WATER-WORKS

TO M.   CRETET, MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS

MADRID, December 21, 1808.

I SEE from the papers that you have laid the foundation-
stone of the fountain on the site of the Bastille. I assume
that the elephant will stand in the centre of a huge basin
filled with water; that it will be a handsome beast, and big
enough for people to be able to get inside the howdah on its
back. I want to show how the ancients fixed these bowdahs,
and what elephants were used for. Send me the design for
this fountain. Have plans drawn for another fountain
representing a handsome galley with 3 banks of oars, e.g.,
that of Demetrius, of the same dimensions as a classical
trireme. It could be put up in the middle of a public square,
or some such place, with jets of water playing all round it,
to add to the beauty of the capital. You understand that in
constructing these two fountains the architects must not be
content with their own researches; they must conform to
the views of learned men and antiquarians, so that the
elephant and the galley may give exact reproductions of the
way In which they were used by the ancients.

My intention is to make use of the water from the Ourcq
td embellish the Tuileries garden with streams and cascades,
and the Champs-Elyse'es and its surroundings with big sheets
of water, as large as the Tuileries garden, on which we can
have boats of every variety.

., xviii, 14599.]
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